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During the 1999 campaign of Polish-Egyptian excavations at West Saqqara1 two blocks
inscribed for a nobleman named Ny-Pepy were discovered.2 Both objects were found in
the south-eastern part of the area excavated in 1999, in the sector I/H, below the floor of
chapel 5.3 The blocks are to be identified as a lintel and one of two jambs that originally
formed a frame of a niche.
Both elements are made of single blocks of white, hard, fine-grained limestone. Inscriptions and figural representations were carved in shallow sunken relief, 1,5 to 3 mm in
depth, with slanted edges.

LINTEL S/99/23.P (Fig. 1)
The lintel is formed as a rectangular slab, measuring 25 cm in height, 93,5 cm in width
and 10,5 cm in thickness. Its irregular back side was only roughly worked. Small cavities
in the surface of the stone (e.g. in the left upper corner) were filled with a fine-grained
reddish mortar in which parts of the relief were carved. Upon discovery the block was
vertically broken in the middle. Four standing figures of the deceased facing right are
represented on the lintel, each with single column of text framed with two vertical lines.
The representations of the deceased are differentiated as follows (from right to left):
1. The deceased is depicted wearing a long plain wig, small beard having the shape of
a triangle, wsx-collar and a knee-long, horizontally striped skirt with a triangular apron
decorated with a chequered pattern. He holds a long stick in his left hand and a xrp-sceptre
in the right one. Some traces of polychromy are visible: the brown-reddish paint at some
places of the body and a brown paint on the sceptre. The first figure of Ny-Pepy is slightly
smaller than the other ones.
Inscription: jmAxw xr PtH-Zkr Nj-Ppjj
Honoured by Ptah-Sokar, Ny-Pepy.
2. The figure of the deceased is like the first one, but he wears a short rounded wig
covering his ear, and a skirt decorated with chequered pattern.4 The man holds only a long
1

For bibliography, see: K. MYLIWIEC, West Saqqara, Excavations 1999, PAM XI, 2000 [=West Saqqara],
pp. 89–99; ID., West Saqqara 1999: Polish–Egyptian Mission, ASAE 75, 2000 (in print); ID. (with K. KURASZKIEWICZ), Recent Polish-Egyptian Excavations in West Saqqara, Abusir and Saqqara in the year 2000, Archiv
Orientálni Supplementa IX, Prague 2000, pp. 499–508.
2 The name Ny-Pepy, providing the terminus post quem, is attested three times in Old Kingdom: in Abydos
(RANKE, PN I, Glückstadt 1935, p. 172, No. 13: stele CG 1579, cf. PM V, 72), as well as twice in the memphite
necropolis (RANKE, PN II, p. 364, cf. PM III2, 686, and 427). However, the titles of these noblemen, and in two
latter cases also the writing of their names, exclude the possibility that any of them was the owner of the present
monument.
3 Cf. K. MYLIWIEC, West Saqqara, p. 96, Fig. 6.
4 A similar pattern can be observed on the monuments dated to Sixth Dynasty and later, cf. e.g. R. LEPROHON,
The Sixth Dynasty False Door of the Priestess of Hathor Irti, JARCE 31, 1994, Fig. 3; or stela of MerankhPepy from Dendera, CG 1662.

1. Lintel of Ny-Pepy: decorated face and vertical cross-section. (Drawing: K. Kuraszkiewicz; phot. J. liwa).
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stick, with his right hand loosely hanging by his side. Traces of brown-reddish paint are
preserved on his body.
Inscription: jmAxw xr PtH-Zkr Nj-Ppjj
Honoured by Ptah-Sokar, Ny-Pepy.
3. The deceased is represented with hands raised in a gesture of adoration. His dress is
similar to that of the second figure, although without collar, and the wig does not cover the
ear. Traces of brown-reddish polychromy are preserved on the body.
Inscription: jmAxw xr Wsir Nj-Ppjj
Honoured by Osiris, Ny-Pepy.
4. The figure and attitude of the deceased is similar to the first representation, the only
differences being the form of skirt and wig, which are depicted like in the second one.
Similarly, traces of polychromy are visible on the body.
Inscription: jmAxw xr Jnpw xnty zH-nTr Nj-Ppjj
Honoured by Anubis, foremost of the divine booth, Ny-Pepy.

JAMB S/99/22.P (Fig. 2)
The jamb has the form of a limestone slab, 102 cm high, 13 cm wide. Its thickness
varies: c. 27 cm in its upper, and c. 33,5 cm in its lower part. Frontal side of the block, in
which the inscription and figural representation are carved, has been smoothed. Right and
back sides are left unworked. Top, bottom and left side are roughly worked; visible are
traces of chisel. In addition, the left side has a c. 12 cm wide vertical smoothed strip with
some traces of mortar, adjoining the frontal face. Upon discovery, the upper part of the
jamb was covered with a layer of gypsum concealing its decoration. This state of preservation has been documented and subsequently the coating was removed. The block is decorated only on one side, with a column of text and a small figure of the deceased below the
inscription, both oriented to the left. The inscription and the figural representation are framed
with two incised vertical lines.
The dress and attitude of the deceased are similar to the first figure depicted on the
lintel: he stands with a long stick in his right hand and a xrp-sceptre in the other, wearing
a long plain wig, wsx-collar, striped skirt and a chequered apron.
The inscription has approximately two sign-groups in width, although the dimensions
of hieroglyphs differ considerably.
Text: Htp dj nzwt (Htp) dj Jnpw xnty zH-nTr prt-xrw n Hry-pr pr nzwt sHD pr-aA Hry sStA
n Pr-dwAt jrr Hzzt nb.f jmAxw xr nTr aA nb pt Nj-Ppjj jmAxw xr Wsir Nj-Ppjj.
An offering that the king gives, and (an offering) that Anubis, foremost of the
divine booth5 gives, (namely) the prt-xrw offering for the Majordomo of the
5

Cf. G. LAPP, Die Opferformel des Alten Riches, SDAIK 21, Mainz 1986, p. 9, § 19, variant 3.
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2. Jamb of Ny-Pepy: a) left side; b-c) decorated face. (Phot. J. liwa; drawing: K. Kuraszkiewicz).
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Royal Palace,6 Inspector of the Great House,7 Master of Secrets of the RobingRoom,8 he who does what is praisworthy for his lord,9 honoured by the Great
God, Lord of Heaven, Ny-Pepy, honoured by Osiris, Ny-Pepy.

PALAEOGRAPHY AND EPIGRAPHY
Internal elements of nearly all hieroglyphic signs are not rendered in relief. In the shrine
upon which the Anubis lays (sign E1610) there are some traces of greenish-blue paint preserved.11
Specific features of the signs are as follows:
(A40) – the sign has a cursive form; the torso is rendered as a single vertical line
and legs are indicated with just an incision in the surface;
(D4)

– the eye has a semicircular, high raised pupil;

(N14) – the star has seven, and not – as usually – five rays;
(O1)

– in the title Hry-pr, as written on the jamb, the house has only three walls,
the frontal (i.e. bottom) one being not indicated;

(R4)

– the loaf standing on a reed-mat is relatively low and wide, with distinctly
rounded upper part;

(W17) – a cursive form of this sign is used, with straight vertical lines instead of pots;
(X2)

– only the outline of this sign has been carved, i.e. its inner space remains
raised; the loaf has a triangular form with slightly rounded top, resembling
the sign di (X8);

(X6)

– the finger grooves are ommitted inside the round loaf, and the latter is relatively large in relation to the neighbouring signs.

6 This title is not attested elsewhere; similar titles, however, are known, cf. D. JONES, Index of Ancient
Egyptian Titles, Epithets and Phrases of the Old Kingdom, BAR International Series 866, Oxford 2000 [= Index],
No. 2222 (Hry-pr pr aA) and 2223 (Hry-pr n pr-nzwt); H. G. FISCHER, Varia Nova, Egyptian Studies III,
New York 1996, p. 18, note 24; CAA Vienna, fasc. 18, p. 101 (Hry-pr pr-aA).
7 JONES, Index, No. 3401.
8 Cf. A.M. BLACKMAN, The House of the Morning, JEA 5, 1919, pp. 148165; W. H ELCK, Untersuchungen
zu den Beamtentiteln des ägyptischen Alten Reiches, ÄA 18, Glückstadt 1954, pp. 4344, 66, 68; N. STRUDWICK, The Administration of Egypt in the Old Kingdom, London 1985, p. 312; J ONES, Index, No. 2275.
9 Cf. JONES, Index, No. 1265.
10 According to the Gardiners Sign List.
11 The hieroglyphs seem too small in size to have had internal elements rendered in paint. Given that in
polychrome inscriptions the greenish-blue colour is never attested for the shrine of the sign E16, and examples
of monochromatic inscriptions in this colour are known (e. g., in inscribed objects from the necropolis excavated by the Polish-Egyptian Mission at Saqqara) it seems likely that also in this case all signs were monochrome.
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– On the jamb, the signs of the initial formula Htp dj nzwt/Jnpw are considerably larger
than further hieroglyphs;12 the jackal is shown lying on a shrine,13 unlike in the case of
this god’s name found on the lintel;
– The word jm3xw is always written
, the sequence of signs Aa1 and F39 being
reversed and the participial ending -w never omitted;
– Noteworthy is the sequence and layout of signs in the title “Master of Secrets of the
Robing-Room”, its layout resembling a bustrophaedon, while the rest of the inscription on the jamb is to be read from top downwards and from left to right;
– In the name of Ny-Pepy, as written twice on the jamb, an interesting case of sign reversal can be observed, the royal name and the genitival adjective nj, i.e. components of
the basilophorous name, facing each other.14

CONCLUSION
Together with a second (missing) jamb, the two blocks described above constituted the
frame of a niche. The preserved jamb originally formed its right wall, as can be deduced
from its worked left side, as well as from the orientation of both the hieroglyphs and the
figure of the deceased. The smoothed strip with traces of mortar on the jamb’s left side
implies that a false door with corniche, measuring approximately 67 x 102 cm, and recessed c. 12 cm, was placed inside the niche.15 The general style and design of the lintel
and jamb indicate that they should be dated not earlier than to late Sixth Dynasty.

12 Such layout of the text was discussed in: H.G. FISCHER, Archaeological Aspects of Epigraphy and Palaeography, in: Ancient Egyptian Epigraphy and Palaeography, New York 1979, pp. 35–36.
13 This graphy is attested in the late Old Kingdom: cf. LAPP, Opferformel, pp. 8–9, § 18 γ. Concerning such
writing of the offering formula including the name of Anubis, see: H.G. F ISCHER, Dendera in the third millenium B.C., New York 1968 [= Dendera], p. 84 and Fig. 15.
14 It could have been intended to reinforce the sense of affilliation, expressed by the whole name, cf.
H.G. FISCHER, Orientation of Hieroglyphs I: Reversals, New York 1977, pp. 111112.
15 The dimensions as well as the roughly worked surface of the left side of the jamb exclude the possibility
that they were parts of a door frame. Moreover, it is interesting to observe the method applied to fix the false
door stela in this frame. Cf. the typology of this kind of monuments: F ISCHER, Dendera, pp. 215220; Type V:
Architraves with standing figure of the owner repeated, pp. 217218.

